By MIKE ASCOLESE 
and BRUCE BAILEY 

A state trooper was shot 
to death and another wounded 
early yesterday in a gunbattle 
on the New Jersey Turnpike 
in East Brunswick that 
resulted in the capture of a 
woman member of the Black 
Liberation Army, an extrem- 
ist group said to be respon- 
sible for killing at least four 
policemen. 
, The woman — one of three 
persons in a car stopped on 
the Turnpike for a traffic 
violation — was identified as 
— Joanne— Beborarr~eiiesimard, 

25, _janted.._by„ authorities - 

since 1971 as a member of the 
BLA, which lias claimed re- 
sponsibility for the slaying 
of four New York City police 
officers. 

Miss Chesimard was re- 
ported in fair condition last 
night with multiple gunshot 
wounds in the left shoulder 
and both arms. A male 
passenger, Zayd Malik Sha- 
kur, former deputy minister 
of information for. the .Black 
Panther Party, was sfiot to 
death in the exchange of 
some 20-30 shots. . 

The other occupant — be- 
lieved to have been the 
• driver — escaped on foot mid 
was the subject of an in- 
tense manhunt in the Mill- 
town area yesterday. 



Trooper Werner Foerster, 
35, of Old Bridge, was 
pronounced dead at Middlesex 
County General Hospital in 
New Brunswick of multiple 
„gunshot_wflund&. hi . the chests 
Trooper James Harper, 29, 
of Freehold, was listed in fair 
condition at the. hospital with 
a shoulder wound. 

The troopers were gunned 
down on the highway about 
12:45 a.m. after one of them 
flagged down a, battered 
v/hite 1965 car with Vermont 
license plates for defective 
tail lights. 



Col. David B. Kelly, super- 
intendent of the State Police, 
gave the following account 
of the shootout: 

Trooper Harper stopped the 
Ponliac and radioed for a 
"backup" man, according to 
standard procedure. 

In a few minutes, Trooper 
Foersler, arrived and both 
state policemen approached 
the car. The driver of the 
vehicle lunged at Foersler 
and the woman fired a shot 
through the car v/indow, strik- 
ing Harper in' the shoulder. 

Shots wero fired from inside 
the car and both troopers 
emptied their revolvers at the 
occupants. 

Harpor staggered "in a 
statu of shock" some 300 
yards to the Turnpike Ad- 
ministration Building near 



interchange. 9 and reported 
the shootings. 

When other troopers arrived 
on the scene, they found 
Foerster dead of multiple 
gunshot wounds of the chest. 

The car was gone and an 
alarm was immediately 
broadcast for it. 

Some five miles away, 
Trooper Robert Palentchar 
spotted the car parked on the 



side of the road. As he 
approached, Palentchar said # 
a man fled into dense woods 
and lie fired several shots in 
his direction. 

Palentchar found the 
wounded woman beside the 
car and Shakur, also known 
as James Costan, 32, for- 
merly of Atlantic City, dead 
on the rear seat. 

All available State Police 



were summoned to the scene 
and were joined by scores of 
officers from surrounding 
Middlesex County communi- 
ties. 

Kelly said the area was 
blocked off and police comb- 
ed the woods near MilHown 
walking five yards apart. 
Other police went to homes 
in Milltown and other near- 
by communities and began 



a dodr-to-dooi' -search that 
ended shortly after, noon. :~:-v- 

There had been a report^ 
according to police, that: the 
hunted man attempted :to 
steal a mail truck, btlt 
abandoned the idea. . : 

Police are confident to 
man did not^ escape from the 
immediate area and might 

(Please turn to Page 14) - - 
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have been wounded by one 
jQ[r ,-the. shots fired by 
, Palentchar. . 

; ..Kelly-;said .two handguns 
. we found near the scene 
i^ot^the—shooting- and -two - 
•others 'near the car m which 
-police" found false identifica- 
-tidnsr^birth -eerttfiestes,"»So' - 
• cial;Securiiy cards and credit 

cards. 

.'Werriwiit authorities said 
: the' car was registered to a 
fictitious address in 'Benning- 
ton. 

Kelly . said the car bore 
'""C1973;.WSv*KWeylnsj»e'tion 
sticker in addition to a Fair- 
leigh • Dickinson University, 
parking tag. The car had 
traveled 80,000 miles and was 
■ in/poor condition; the superin- 
tendent said. 

In New York, police said 
Miss Chesimard, a former 
student at the City College of 
New York, was wanted in 
connection with the shooting 
deaths of two patrolmen, 
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of suspect- in shooting 
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Reconstructs shootout 



y . ptioto by Eglf Tomwn 

Battered white auto -from which gunfire erupted and from which one man escaped 

into woods _ 



Gregory'"Fost'er" and Kocco'' 'thor of a three-year-old- Boy, ' The shootout occurred al- 
Laurie in January 1972. . was born in Germany and most seven years to the day 
Shakur lived in New York joined the State Police in 1970. of the last fatal shooting ..of 
City, according to police„but . Ho was attached to Troop B a state policeman on the turn- 
had many acquaintances in in November, 1972. He was pike. Trooper Anthony Eakia 
the Atlantic -City area where described by fellow officers- j r . was shot and killed on 
'a quiet conscientious j,j ay 4 1966 near Mount 

fas arrested 



he formerly lived. 



Trooper Harper lias been trooper" whose pronounced „ ,, „,, 

011 the State Police for seven German accent was easily nm 

year's. He lives in Freehold, distinguishable over the po- -md subsequently convicted 

Trooper Foersteiv'he fa- lice radio. 




Fallen traffic cone marks the spot- on Ihe Now Jersey Turnpike where the Mate 
. . trooper was slam 
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A Middlesex County sheriffs officer searches a s\v 
area near MiMtown for I races of the missing sl 
with a bloodhound borrowed from the Ocean C 
Sheriffs Dep^ilmcni j 
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-By LAWRENCE NAG Y 



.loanne Chesimard, the 
Blaok Liberation 1 Army mem- 
ber accused of murdering a 
state trooper in 1973, was re- 
turned to the Middlesex Coun- 
ty Jail yesterday amid maxi- 
mum security. 

Dozens of police officers 
stood guard with ■ automatic 
rifles and shotguns poised as 
she was led into the jail. 

An armed motorcade of 
eight police cars arrived in 
New Brunswick with lights 
flashing and sirens wailing 
shortly after 11:30 a.m. : The 
law enforcement agents, led 
by Sheriff Joseph DeMarino 
and Sheriff's Officer Paul 
Pianko. had picked up Chesi- 
roard about. 90 minutes earlier 
at the Riker's Island Prison in 

Chesimard, 28, her wrists 
and ankles shackled, was lodg- 
ed in a special cell constructed 
for her in 1973. . 



Some 50 officers from nine 
: law enforcement agencies 
were involved in the transfer 
of Chesimard yesterday, re- 
; fleeting tight security : i n the 
wake of last week's; breakout 
attempt at Trenton . State 
Prison which officials suspect 
was an attempt by the BLA to 
: ; free Squire. 

Sheriff's officers, state 
troopers and prosecutor's 
detectives escorted the cara- 
van down the Turnpike after it : 
left New York, where city and 
Port Authority police had pro- 
vided security. 

The Kennedy Square area 
: in front •• of the jail entrance 



was cleared of traffic by police 
and parked cars were towed 

Expressionless and appear- 
■ ing calm, Chesimard was sur- 
rounded by police who scanned 
the area' as she was moved 
several yards from a car to the 
ij^jjiif^ 

Sheriff DeMarino and Pian- 
ko hustled the defendant 
through a basement entrance 
to the same cell she occupied 
during the 1974 attempt, to try 
;herfori^d^ 

The jury for her trial is ex- 
pected to be selected in Morris 
County. Superior Court Judge 
Theodore Appleby wilt preside 



at the trial in New Brunswick. 

procedures after he contended 
an impartial jury could not be 
IgatMihlM^ 

The trial of Chesimard is 
expected to proceed under the 
same strict security provisions 
that were in force when Squire 
;s'io(§iii^ 

number of spectators were 

and only after being searched 
^folweifiplW 

Chesimard is also charged 

iiitMIMli&B^ 

:-iJa1Mp^r|f|r|?#:^pi|^ 
wounded after he stopped the 



car in which Chesimard, 
Squire and James Costan were 
riding in the early morning of 



Harper made his way 200 
yards to the State Police head- 
quarters in East Brunswick 
after the shootout in which 
Foerster and Costan were kill- 
ed. 

Chesimard, who was shot in 
the chest and the arm, was 
captured on the Turnpike 
about five miles from the 
scene of the shooting. Squire 
was picked up by police in a 
wooded area after an intensive 
40-hour manhunt, through Mid- 
dlesex County. 



She is scheduled to stand 
trial early in March for the 
May, 1973, slaying of Trooper 
Werner Foerster, who was kill- 
ed in a shootout on the Turn- 
pike in East Brunswick. 

Clark Squire, another BLA 
member, was convicted and : 
sentenced to life in prison in 
the slaying, but Chesimard's | 
trial was severed when it was 1 
discovered during jury selec- ' 
lion that she had become preg- 
nant while in custody in New 
York;. --r^s- j 

: Chesimard has been acquit- ! 
ted three times of charges: in 1 
New York involving two bank i 
robberies and the kidnaping of j 
a bartender during a holdup. I 
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"BytAWRENCPNAGY" ' 

Joanne Chesimsrd was found guilty 
- yesterday and immediately sentenced to 
Jife in prison for the slaying of a state 
trooper during a 1973 gun battle on the 
Turnpike in East Brunswick. 

Chesimard, a self-described black 
revolutionary, called the seven women 
and five men on the all-white jury "rac- 
ists" as eight guilty verdicts were deliv- 
ered in New Brunswick. 

Slic was convicted on all counts 
charging her with murdering Trooper 
Werner Foerster, wounding Trooper 
James Harper and causing the death of ; 
her companion, James Cos tan. 

The jury deliberated more than 21 
hours over three days before deciding 
the fate of Chesimard, who authorities - 
have described as a leader in a now- 
defunct black militant band dedicated to 
killing policemen. 

She was steadfastly portrayed by 
her supporters and attorneys ; as a 
"warm, sensitive, hopeful young moth- 
er, artist and teacher" who was an inno- 
cent victim in the shootout. 

"You're racists — yes, you are," 
Chesimard told the jurors as the court 
clerk read the verdicts. 

Superior Court Judge Theodore 
Appleby admonished defense : lawyer 
Stuart Ball to 'quiet your client." But 
there was no response from the attor- 
ney. - - s - - - 

"You are unfair, You abuse the law. 
1 haven't taken part in this trial from the 
beginning. I knew it was racist, I knew it 
was unfair," Chesimard said as she 
glared at the jurors. 

"Remove the prisoner," Appleby 
told court attendants. 

"The prisoner will walk away," 
Cho3irnard snapped back at the judge as 
she got up from,the table where m 
with iher four attorneys. 

As Chesimard walked past the jury, 
several of her supportera stomped out of 
the courtroom, sortie shouting tibecenl- 
ties as they left. . , , 

"I don't want any part In this lynch- 
ing," one said 

« « * ? ' 

Appleby excused the jury but chWf 
defense attorney William Kunstler told 
the judge a "source" informed him that 
John McGovem, a juror from James* 
burg, violated sequestration twice by 
leaving the motel in which the part® had 
boon lodged since Feb, 15, ■ 

After a sharp exehw Mwm 
KiMsllcr and Appteby. the said h* 
would refer the m»U*r to the Suit* 
Attorney General's Otfte* if he received 
the name of the "mfotfnsnt." teste 
said the Mmm im a sheriffs wfi' 




Joanne Chesimard 
'You are unfair'- 




John J. McGovern, a Juror' i 
Joanne Chwtward murder *»t, 
leaves the MW»#*«X 0»BWy;c**»- 
house after the guilty vertf id 

> It stiver and I Ami have to put up 
with argulnp with «w -«\/»«- JN 

from the tenth W«h Pg^^J* 
defend team before and during &e nis*- 

"^v'tddUx County StwttH #m*; 



guilty, gets 
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BeMarino later called the charge from 
Kunstler's informant "an out-and-out 
lie." 

Hie judge then ordered Chesimard 
brought back into the courtroom. He was 
interrupted by her as he read the first 
count of the indictment charging Jier 
with the murder of Foerster. 

"You don't have to read it over 
again," Chesimard told the judge. 

Appleby then imposed the life sen- 
tence which is mandatory in New Jersey 
in cases in which a defendant has been 
convicted of the intentional slaying of a 
police officer. 

The judge said he would fix a date 
for sentencing Chesimard on the remain- 
ing counts after he receives a pre-sen- 
tencing report on her. 

* * * 

She was found guilty of four assault 
charges — including assault with intent 
to kill — in connection with the wounding 
of Trooper Harper. In addition to the 
conviction for Foerster's murder and 
felony murder in the death of Costan, 
she was convicted of illegal possession of 
weapons and the armed robbery of Foer- 
ster's service revolver,. 

During the trial, Edward Barone, 
Middlesex County first assistant prose- 
cutor, argued Chesimard helped Clark 
Squire use Foerster's revolver to "exe- 
cute" the trooper after she was wounded 
in an exchange of shots with Harper. 

Costan was killed in the shootout, 
which Barone contended Chesimard 
initiated by wounding Harper in the left 
shoulder. Squire is serving a life term 
for Foerster's murder. 

Outside the Middlesex County 
Courthouse, Kunstler called Chesimard 
"a beautiful and lovely young person 
condemned to life imprisonment for a 
crime she did not commit. 

"We. like the liberal fools we are, 
thought there was a fighting chance," 
the New York attorney said. 

Chesimard will appeal the convic- 
• t ion on "scores of points," Kunstler said. 




UnlMd Pms inttrnstfOMt ( 



William Kuntsler, left, and Lewis Myers, defense attorneys for Jeanne' 
Chesimard, talk to reporters after the guilty verdict 



By LAWRENCE NAGY 

Convicted murderer Joanne Chosi- 
mard yesterday was transferred from 
the Clinton Women's Correctional Cen- 
ter to a maximum-security cell in the 
all-male Yardville facility for "security 
reasons," according to state prison otti- 

cials. . ■ i 

But Chesimard's attorney denied 
that the 29-year-old black activist's prcs- 
ence at Ciinlon caused security prob- 
lems and termed the transfer "a dc.iher- 
ate attempt to harass and intimidate 
her." 

A spokesman for State Correct ions 
Commissioner Robert Mulcahy said 
Chesimard arrived at the maximum-se- 
curity facility in Mercer County at It : h> 
am. Chesimard was convicted two 
weeks ago of aiding in the Kl/.i 
execution-style slaying of a state trooper 
during a gunbaltle on the Turnpike m 
East Brunswick. 

Chesimard, who is also known as 
Assata Shakur, was sentenced to lite im- 
mediatelv after the all-white .jury an- 
nounced its verdict in New Brunswick 
March 25. 

Tightened security at the Clinton la- 
cility following Chesimard's arrival 
March 28 sparked protests from women 
inmates, who staged a strike to drama- 
tize their objections to the presence «l 
armed, male guards and state troopers 

Chesimard has been linked to the 
Black Liberation Army (BLAL a mili- 
tant band described by authorities as 
dedicated to murdering policemen. 

Another reputed BLA member. 
Clark Squire, is serving a life term in 
Trenton State Prison for his role in Mi- 
slaying of Trooper Werner Foerster in 
the Turnpike gunbattle. 

A breakout attempt in January. 
1976, at Trenton State Prison was believ- 
ed by officials to have been a BLA at- 
tempt to free Squire. Heavy security 
surrounded Chesimard's trial and her 
transfers between penal facilities. 

Lewis Myers, one of Chesimard s 
attorneys during her nine-week trial, 
contended that there were no threats 
against Chesimard from inmates at Clin- 
ton. , 

"The only security reason I can 
imapine is one that had to have been 
conjured up by the Department, of Cor- 
rections," Myers said. 



Myers said he was scheduled to see 
his client at 1 p.m. yesterday but was 
taken "totally by surprise" when correc- 
tions officials told him she had been 
transferred. 

He said officials at Clinton told him 
they did not know where Chesimard had 



been taken and he finally learned of the 
transfer to Yardville only after he press- 
ed Muleahv for an answer. 

"We're probably going back to 
court again. Again it's an all-male facili- 
ty and again it's solitary confinement, 
Myers said. He was relerriu:' to a leder- 
brought last year by Chesimard 




.lonnno ciicsirnni'fl 

In isaldiion «.c-ff 

I'halleiu'ing the conditions ot her coii- 
linement in the Middlesex County Jail, 
where she was held for more than a year 
while awaiting trial. 

Myers said his client told him 
prison ol'licials said she would he locked 
in a small cell "23 hours a day, with two 
puards always in front of the cell." 

Myers said Chesimard told hint the 
women inmates at Clinton "had been 
very nice to her there." 

' "She's not allowed to see anybody 
now. She's in total isolation," Myers 
charged. 

A Corrections Department spokes- 
man said yesterday that Muicahy on 
Monday "designated" a section ot the 
Yardville facility as a maximum-securi- 
ty area for women inmates. The spokes- 
man declined to discuss the details ol ttie 
new arrangement at Yardville. noting 
that "we just can't talk about security. 

Female corrections officers from 
Clinton will be stationed at Yardville to 
watch Chesimard, the spokesman said. 
The female section of Yardville is "sepa- 
rated" from the male sectioib of the 
prison, according to the spokesman. 
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By STUART MASQUES 

Three men armed with .45 caliber re- 
volvers burst into the Clinton reformato- 
ry yesterday, briefly held two guards hos- 
tage and treed convicted cop-killer 
Joanne Chesimard in a bold daylight jail- 
-breafc- 

"Police saht'CfeesittHrtfrTtie^'soDi" of 
the Black Liberation Army, was spirited 
out of the prison's maximum-security 
unit in a jail van. 

Authorities said she got into one of 
two cars waiting near the prison. Police 
said a -woman was at the wheel of one of 
thegetawaycars. 

Chesimard, one of the most closely 
guarded inmates in state history, was 
serving a life sentence for the May 2, 
1973. murder of State Trooper Werner 



Foerster on the New Jersey Turnpike in 
East Brunswick. Trooper James Barper 
was wounded in the wild gunbattte. 

SLA leader Ctar* Sprite was convict- 
ed of the murder in 1974 and sentenced to 
life in Trenton State Prison. In January 
1376. Squire and others got hold of a gun 
and vainly tried to blast their way out of 
the jail. 

Convicted in 1977. Chesimard. SI. has 
been shifted from jail to jail in an at- 
tempt to foil any escape plot. Constantly 
under heavy guard, she was returned to 
the Clinton Institution for Women from a 
federal prison Feb. 20. 



State trooper -Douglas Gilio of the 
- Flemingion station said three black men 
isasjdisMag-iiasKigsn^c^iXfeflEiHjard 
from the prison's top-security South Hall 
cottage at 3:05 p.m., after cheeking into 
the prison as visitors. 

Corrections Commissioner William 
Fauver said one man entered the prison 
to visit Chesimard shortly before 3 p.m. 
Soon after, two other men arrived to visit 
an unidentified inmate, Fauver said. 
Sources said the men were not searched. 

Fauver said the visitors flashed 
"obviously phony" identification to enter 
the jail. Following usual procedure, they 



were driven to South Hall in a Correc- 
tions Department van. 



have come out for fear the men would- 
shoot the other guard. 

"Right now, it's unclear ;wby"sisei: 
came out." Fauver said. ''It was probabiy 
because one of the guys -had a gun ta hs 
(the other guard's) head But she wasn't 
supposed to come out" . 



male guard" driving the van and forced 
him inside the cottage'Fauversaid. 

Authorities said the men led the 
guard into the visiting area, where Chesi- 
mard and her visitor, both brandishing 
guns, took a woman guard hostage. 

Fauver said Chesimard, wearing 
street clothes, was the only inmate in the 
visiting area at the time. He said the 
woman guard was supposed to have been 
in a glass-enclosed station, but might 



into the van, which was driven through an - 
unfeDeed section of ti - di uo-i to sr. em- 
ploye parking lot at Hunterdon State 
School for the mentally retarded, a mile 
and a half away, where two i isr» iiiiiPi! 

Threatened bat not harmed, ifce 
guards were ordered f : L: . ir van as 
Chesimard and her accomplicesescaped. 

Trooper Gtliosaiu > t» tat Cdi- »as 
a white and blue Lincni 1 - rh" otter a Hue 
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By MITCHELt SEIDEL 

Nearly eight years after her gun- 
point escape from a Hunterdtfrf County 
* maximum-security prison, Joanne Che- 
simard, the -state's most- wanted fugi- 
tive, has surfaced in Cuba. 

According to a published report, 
Chesimard is living as a "political refu- 
gee" in Havana, studying for a master's 
degree in social , sciences and raising 
her 13-year-old daughter, Kakuya. 

The fugitive, who took the name 
Assata Shakur after her' conviction for 
the 1973 New Jersey Turnpike killing of 
a state trooper, said she broke out of 
the Clinton "Correctiona 1 Facility ni" No- 
vember 1979 partly because she feared 
for her life there. 

In copyrighted interviews pub- 
lished in the New York newspaper 
Newsday, Chesimard refused to say 
where she was from the time of the 
breakout to the summer of 1984, when 
she arrived in Cuba. She said she still 
has friends in the United States and is 
concerned about saying anything that 
would get them into trouble with the 
law. 

In 1984, State Police Superinten- 
dent Colt Clinton Pagano said an in- 
formant reported that Chesimard had 
traveled to the Caribbean to work on 
setting up a residence in Cuba, that re- 
port could not be corroborated, he said. 

James Glynn, a spokesman in the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation's New- 
ark office, said yesterday that the FBI 
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Joanne Chesimard 

Most-wanted fugitive 

ivas aware of the Newsday story, bat 
would not comment on it. 

"It's an ongoing investigation, and 
she is still actively being sought, so we 
can't comment on it," he said. 

Glynn said Chesimard is being 
hunted by the Newark office's Terrorist 
/Task Force. 

She is the last of the so-called rad- 
ical fugitives still at large, not just in 
New Jersey but nationally, said Glynn. 

Pagano also declined to comment 
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on the report, said his spokesman, Lt, 
Thomas Gallagher. . ~ a 
"Col Pagano is aware of the story* 
but will not comment until he has had a? 
chance to read it. After he reads it, he 
will discuss it with (John C.) McGin- 
ley," special agent in charge of the 
FBI's Newark office. 
^w^hespiard^aiCii was-oreifkelyj 
that she would return to -the United 
States, since she would face certain ar- 
rest. (Besides that, the woman who was ] 
once.called the "soul" of the_Black Lib- 
eration Army. (BLAJ believes her life 
■ f w0iild-te' in linger: ^'-Thtre^gs ^ 
^hoofcitflbkilljarderjjn me." she said 



Chesimard added that newspaper 
reports saying she boasted that she 
would never be taken alive were false i 
and would have been used to justify 
killing her if she were captured. "After 
I escaped, the New Jersey police ageh- : 

?M61^p^'^lelklS^ilw^l^M^e^i 
oralive,"she said 



Gallagher specifically declined to 
respond to Chesimard's allegation 
about a "shoot-to-kill" order. 



Chesimard refused to discuss in 
detail her whereabouts oetween 1979 
and the summer of 1984, when she ar- 
rived in Cuba, because, she maintained, 
- there" ^re ^tii! fgmnant« :oPthe"'black, 
white and Latino underground in the 
United States willing to help fugitives 
such as herself. 

' -She implied that she was -not in" 
...New York during the early 1980s when 
"there were several supposed sightings 

Over the years, ia%*&nforcement 
officials have followed a trail^thatfliad* 
§CEpimlrtl|iink^^ ■ 

ifffiSthan^ xe- 
Pf|«isl^ - 

The BLA was]aisd|Iinked_to' more " 
iffaan|aidogen#klllin|s"jand'"- assaults oS~ 
^1ice^fficWin-the.early,1970s. ; ■- 1 
||l||Liids|in|the|hiint ^ for ChesimardX: 



_ came "from all over God's creation," 

Pagano said in 1984. The only two leads 

that authorities were certain of were a 

report that she took refuge in a "safe . . , 

ft-house^nBast--Orangesh6rtly^after- ihe^J} m M^mM%^ c Mil% 

q „h hf Q .- « PiHoK,.»o5, ha rrom Ine Cunar government wnne- she 

studies the social sciences .m,-a;,prograriu 



sively, she turned het eyes away, said 
"No," and immediately turned to an- 
other ropic 

While Chesimard would not talk 
about ar.y connection she had to the ter- 
rorist organization, one anonymous foi- 
mer BLA soldier told Newsday that she 
was "the soul of the group. She was 
very active, and she was very strong." 
' Chesimard said she receives her 



breakout and later in Pittsburgh, he 

said. 

Chesimard, one of the most closely 
guarded inmates in state history, was 
^ serving a life, sentence for the May 2, 
■5.1 970km rffer '-oFState^Trooper^Werner - 
? Foerster - and - the wounding : .of Trooper 
James -flarper m .East Brunswick when 
Sshe^escaped,on=Nov;t2 fr 1979. 

.; ■■Convicted in 1977, Chesimard had 
? been, shifted from jail to jail to foil any 
'i":esca'peSplots."..She was sprung when 
three. gunmen oosihg as visitors briefly 
;.heldrtwo ; ; guards hostage and drove her 
: fout:df J the :prison's'^maximum-security 

'•uiut-in^jail'Van^t T ~~^:^. 

■fei#Last:;week^Che'simar^^riow 40, • 
■laughed -at police : descriptions- of her as 
itheX'soui" and^'mother^e'ri" of the. 
>BLA^Iithink^tHis^ . Black ' 

iiberatibh';Araf 'istuffiwas -cooked' up"""' 
;by f th'ie yFBI :o¥;thetNewWo'rk) ' 'Daily'"" 
:News,''; : she said%;.;ig;-v.. ; . •';■ . .,. : v. 

Sne declined to discuss --any as- . 
saults or robberies committed.; by the ■ 
: BLA-.fSsked;whethenshe; had -ever' shot ■ 
at a police officer, offensively or defen- 



- sponsored by the Cuban Communist 

Party 

The interview".*withT€hesimard* 

- coincides with, iiio upcormqg printing qL 
her book, "Assata: The Autobiography : 
or a - Revohmonarv," by Lawrence Hifl ■ 

Publishers. " v - - ^ — » 

violent change have not altered, said 
she#continues to believe that blacks 
must use "armed struggle" as one ; of 
many approaches in their quest for a 

better life in the United States. ' ' 

"I've . never been ap American In 

the sense that I've never. benefited from ' 
the full rights of its citizens," she said. 
"I feel I've been a victim of America." 

. "Basically, where I came from, 
-and-.where 1 am from -now, is/that black- 
people need to struggle on all levels 
and, -at different points in history, one 
or another level might take prece- 
dence," she added. "We need breakfast 
programs and we need armed strug- 
gle."- 



